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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(aHd), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C* 102fe) as being anticipated bv Fiore et al. 
gj.S. Pub. 2002/Q191952V 

First, regarding claim 1, the Fiore reference teaches a method of storing image data, the method 
comprising the steps of obtaining image data from an image pick-up device (monitoring device 6), 
recording the image data in a first recording apparatus (circular storage buffer 15), retrieving the image 
data recorded in the first recording apparatus (15) in accordance with a predetermined retrieval condition 
(e.g. an event signal detected from external event source 8), and displaying (on playback control screen 
70) the retrieved image data as a list of information (in event information windov^ 72) relating to the 
retrieved image data. Further, Fiore teaches that predetermined information from the list of information is 
selected (by client 30 or 30'), the selected image data is read from the first recording apparatus (15), and 
the read out image data relating to the selected information is recorded in a second recording apparatus 
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(storage at client 30 or 30'). Please refer to Figs. 1-4, 6, 7, 10, and 1 1, and Paras. [0039-0042], [0047- 
0053], [0056-0060], and [0065-0072]. 

Considering claim 2, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, and Fiore also teaches that the 
image data contains information from a sensor (external event source 8) and the list of information 
(shown in Fig. 7 as event information window 82) contains information from the sensor (i.e. event 
information). See Paras. [0041] and [0057— O060]. 

As for claim 3, again the limitations of claim 1 are taught above, and Fiore fijrther discloses that 
the image data is further added with time information (time stamps) that the image data is obtained and 
the list of information (72 and 82 in Figs. 6-7) contains the time information. Please refer to Paras. 
[0056-0057]. 

Finally, regarding claim 6, the limitations of claim 1 are set forth above, and Fiore teaches that 
the step of recording the selected image data relating to the selected information in the second recording 
apparatus further includes a step of recording reproduction software for reproducing the recorded image 
data together with the recorded image data, as is taught in Para. [005 1]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is refected under 35 U,S.C. 103fa) as beine unpatentable over Fiore et al. (U.S. Pub, 
2002/0191952). 
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Next, considering claim 7, the limitations of claim 1 are taught above by the Fiore reference, but 
Fiore fails to specifically disclose that the second recording apparatus comprises a removable recording 
medium. However, Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to include, as the second recording apparatus, a removable 
recording medium. One would have been motivated to do so because the second recording apparatus of 
Fiore is located within clients 30 and/or 30', wherein the user of client 30 and /or 30' chooses the event- 
specific image data that they wish to view (See Paras. [0065-0072]). By implementing the recording 
medium of client 30 and/or 30' as a removable recording medium, the user could easily transfer and view 
the selected image data on any compatible device, thereby allowing the user to save and distribute desired 
image data as they wish without expending internal memoiy. 

Claims 4. 5. and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U>S>C. 103fa) as being unpatentable over Fiore 
et al. gj.S. Pub. 2002/0191952) in view of Berezowski et al. fU.S. Pub. 2002/0016971). 

Next, considering claim 4, the limitations of claim 3 are taught above by Fiore, but the Fiore 
reference only teaches that the image pick-up unit (monitoring device 6) comprises a single image 
pickup-up device, as is taught in Para. [0040]. Fiore also does not teach that image data obtained from 
each of the image pick-up devices is added with ID for identifying each of the image pick-up devices, the 
list of information further containing the ID. However, noting Para. [0053], the Berzowski reference 
teaches a storing method of image data wherein a plurality of image pick-up devices (multiple video 
cameras 152) are used to capture image data, while Paras. [0133-0138] and Figs. 23a-23b show that the 
image data obtained from each of the image pick-up devices is added with ID (Camera 1, Camera 2, etc.) 
for identifying each of the image pick-up devices, wherein a list of information (shown in Fig. 23 b) 
further contains the ID (e.g. Camera 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have included the plurality of image pick-up devices having ID 
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identifying each image pick-up device, as taught by Berezowski, with the storing method of image data of 
Fiore. One would have been motivated to do so because by having multiple image pick-up devices, the 
remote user can view many different views and angles of a given scene, giving the user many more 
desirable options of image data to record. Also, by adding ID for each of the image pick-up devices, the 
user can confirm which image pick-up device they wish to record image data from before actually 
recording and viewing the image data, thereby saving time and space in the second recording unit. 

As for claim 5, the limitations of claim 4 are taught above by Fiore in view of Berezowski, and 
the Fiore reference further teaches that the step of displaying the retrieved image data as the list further 
includes a step of designating in-point and out-point (via pointer 74 and slider bar 73) for selecting 
desired image data, as is taught in Para. [0058]. 

Next, considering claim 8, the Fiore reference teaches a system for storing image data, wherein 
the system comprises an image pick-up unit (monitoring device 6) for outputting image data, a 
transmission unit (signal processor 10) for transmitting the image data from the image pick-up unit (6) to 
a transmission path (network 4), a first recording apparatus (circular storage buffer 15) coupled with the 
transmission path for recording the image data from the image pick-up unit, a retrieving processing unit 
(server 20) for retrieving the image data recorded in the first recording apparatus (15) in accordance with 
a predetermined retrieval condition (i.e. an event signal from external event source 8), and a display unit 
(playback control screen 70 of client 30) for displaying the retrieved image data as a list of infonpation 
(in event information window 72) relating to the retrieved image data. Further, Fiore teaches a selector 
(user controls of client 30 and/or 30') for selecting predetermined information (i.e. event information) 
from the list of information and reading out the selected image data selecting to the selected information 
in the list from the first recording apparatus (15), and a second recording apparatus (in client 30 and/or 
30') for recording the selected image data. Please refer to Figs. 1-4, 6, 7, 10, and 11, and Paras. [0039- 
0042], [0047-0053], [0056-0060], and [0065-0072]. What Fiore fails to teach, though is that the system 
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comprises a plurality of image pick-up units for outputting image data. However, noting Para. [0053], the 
Berzowski reference teaches a storing system of image data wherein a plurality of image pick-up devices 
(multiple video cameras 152) are used to capture image data (See also Paras. [0133-0138] and Figs. 23a- 
23b). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have included the plurality of image pick-up devices, as taught by Berezowski, with the storing system of 
image data of Fiore. One would have been motivated to do so because by having multiple image pick-up 
devices, the remote user can view many different views and angles of a given scene, giving the user many 
more desirable options of image data to record. 

In regard to claim 9, the limitations of claim 8 are taught above, and Fiore also teaches that the 
storing system comprises a sensor (external event source 8), and that the image data contains information 
from a sensor (external event source 8) and the list of information (shown in Fig. 7 as event information 
window 82) contains information from the sensor (i.e. event information). See Paras. [0041] and 
[0057— O060]. 

Regarding claim 10, the limitations of claim 8 are again taught above, and the Fiore reference 
further discloses that the image data is further added with time information (time stamps) that the image 
data is obtained and the list of information (72 and 82 in Figs. 6-7) contains the time information. Please 
refer to Paras. [0056-0057]. 

Finally, considering claim 11, Fiore in view of Berezowski teaches the limitations of claim 8 
above, and Berezowski shows in Paras. [0133-0138] and Figs. 23a-23b that the image data obtained from 
each of the image pick-up devices is added with ID (Camera 1, Camera 2, etc.) for identifying each of the 
image pick-up devices, wherein a list of information (shown in Fig. 23b) further contains the ID (e.g. 
Camera 1). . 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 
Sleeckx (U.S. Pub. 2002/0175995) 
Amini et al. fU.S. Pat 6,698,021) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Gregory V. Madden whose telephone number is 571-272-8128. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ngoc 
Yen Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Gregory Madden /j 



March 12, 2007 



NGOC/YEMVU 
SUPERVISORY PATENTt 




